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Dear Mr. Abram:

August 7, 1968
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I have for reply your telegram to President Johnson, signed
also by six other distinguished American leaders, concerning
the Nigerian conflict. I hope that you will inform them of this
reply on behalf of the President, who is deeply concerned over the
Nigerian crisis.

In his public appeal of July 11, 1968, President Johnson called
for all those responsible to allow supplies to get to the people
who so desperately need them. Again on August 5, the President
in a message to the Emperor of Ethiopia pledged American support
of the OAU's efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement at the
Addis Ababa talks and urged that some agreement be reached to
break the bottleneck which now prevents large amounts of relief
supplies from reaching the starving.

The United States Government, as you know, has been very
active in relief assistance for the victims of the Nigerian war.
American governmental donations to date total $5.3 million of
funds and food; some of the organizations which the signers of
your telegram represent have contributed several millions of dollars
worth of relief assistance from their own resources. We shall
continue and intensify our own efforts to the maximum extent
possible.

The United States Government has cooperated with the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICR.C) , which as a non-political
and internationally recognized humanitarian body, is acceptable
to both sides and has been coordinating the relief operations now
underway in Nigeria. We, along with the many voluntary agencies
which are concerned, fully intend to continue that cooperation.
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The $1. million which the United States Government pledged
to the ICRC at Geneva on July 18 was provided in part to permit
the ICRC to purchase, or lease necessary equipment, such as
helicopters, v:hich could be used to facilitate the movement of
supplies. We understand that several private helicopter charter
companies are available for such service and that negotiations
are underway.

As Secretary Rusk told you on August 6, you may be assured
that we fully share your concern and will continue to cooperate
in every way possible in this urgent humanitarian effort. Please'
do not hesitate to let me know if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph Palmer 2nd
Assistant Secretary of State

for African Affairs


