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When the fires of the Nazi crematoria were finally ex-
tinguished twenty-three years ago, a stunned and traumatized
Jewish people cried from the very depths of its being:
human destruction must never happen again to any people at any
time in any place.

Some of us who spoke those words have now forgotten that
pledge; we have forgotten as we live in our affluent and self-
indulgent society, but we come together today in this sanctuary
to remind ourselves and to remind the world that a people is_
dying today in Biafra. As I speak, as we pray, children die of
starvation and men and women are killed, and the lush rich
countryside of Biafra becomes dark with the blood of massacres.

In my mind's eye the smokestacks of Auschwitz blur into
the cities and the bush country of Biafra. In my wakeful and
terrible visions I see the mass Jewish graves of Europe rapidly
filling with starving and dying Biafrans.

I come as a rabbi to this place on this Jewish Sabbath
for the sake of life. I come to remind us of that universal and
demanding pledge: genocide must never happen again to any
people at any time in any place. Jewish sages have said he who
permits an innocent person to be killed is responsible for all
the victim's potential descendants until the end of time. We
are responsible.

I come today to remind the princes, and the presidents,
and the prime ministers, and the premiers that oil can never be
thicker thafTblood, that Russian jet aircraft and Egyptian pilots
cannot destroy a people's will to live in Africa, in the Middle
East or in Central Europe, that the State Departments and the
foreign ministries of the world cannot stand idly by in the face
of mass starvation and mass murder.

We cannot be silent, we cannot be passive. We may not
be prophets but we are descendants, the spiritual children of
prophets and our message will be heard. Long ago these verses
of the Hebrew Bible were written. Remembering our pledge, let
us together now read these timeless words.
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And the Lord said unto Cain: 'Where is Abel thy brother?' And
he said: 'I know not; am I my brother's keeper?' And he said:
'What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth
unto Me from the ground. (Genesis 4:9-10)

...neither shalt thou stand idly by,the blood of thy neighbour:
I am the LORD. (Leviticus 19:16)

Is not this the fast that I have chosen?-
To loose the fetters of wickedness,
To undo the bands of the yoke,
And to let the oppressed go free,
And that ye break every yoke?
Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry,
And that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house?
When thou seest the naked, that thou cover him,...
And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry
And satisfy the afflicted soul;
Then shall thy light rise in darkness,
And thy gloom be as the noon-day;... (Isaiah 58:6-10)

If there be among you a needy man,...thou shalt not harden thy
heart, nor shut thy hand from thy needy brother; but thou shalt
surely open thy hand unto him, and shalt surely lend him suffi-
cient for his need in that which he wanteth. Beware that there
be not a base thought in thy heart...and thine eye be evil
against thy needy brother, and thou give him nought; and he cry
unto the LORD against thee, and it shall be a sin in thee. Thou
shalt surely give him, and thy heart shall not be grieved when
thou givest unto him; because that for this thing the LORD thy
God, will bless thee in all thy work and in all that thou puttest
thy hand unto...therefore I command thee, saying: 'Thou shalt
surely open thy hand unto t hypo or a~nd needy"brother. ..
(Deuteronomy 15:7-11)


