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Bert Gold

Rabbi A, James Rudln

Since our Biafra Relief Allocations Committee Meeting on
Tuesday, I have spoken with Msgr. Landi of Catholic Relief and
James MacCracken of Church World Service. Msgr. Landi gave ten-
tative approval to our idea of flying a large jet aircraft from
Kennedy Airport to Sao Tome. He, of course, has to check it out
with the various officials at CRS. He also liked the idea of
using the three chapels at JFR, prior to takeoff.

It was a different story, however, at CWS. I met
Mr. MacCracken personally and outlined to him our plan. He said
it didn't "grab him" for several reasons. First, approximately
125 to 150 tons of food and medicine reach Biafra each night;
3400 tons are currently stockpiled on Sao Tome. Thus there is
approximately a 23 day backlog. To send another 40 tons of sup-
plies would only add to the Sao Tome jaai-up.

The critical problem, Mr. MacCracken said, is not supplies,
but the airbridge into Biafra. His organization, Word Churchaid,
Catholic Relief and others are attempting to acquire a C-130
(Hercules) for service into Biafra. The C-130 carries three times
the cargo of the current aircraft and thus making the same number
of trips, the Hercules plane would triple the amount that could be
brought in each day to Biafra.

The price tag for this aircraft is approximately $900,000
for six weeks. Of this amount, $500,000 is being raised in
hXirope and the remaining $400,000 is coming from the United States.
Jim MacCracken feels that if we want to give $40,000, this would
cover 10% of the C-130 and would be a substantial contribution.
In addition, he also likes the idea of using the three chapels and
he even has a plan of physically moving some rice and/or dehydrated
potatoes from the chapels to the waiting aircraft at JFK.

Of course, if the $500,000 U.S.Government grant comes
through, then our monies could be used in a different way. I
promised to take back this Information to our Committee and per-
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haps we should diacuss it further with CRS and CWS.

To sum up, Mr. MacCracken is not too keen about adding
40 additional tons of supplies to an already heavily backlogged
Sao Tome warehouse. His concern obviously is getting the relief
supplies into Biafra.

AJR:FM

c.c. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
Judith Banki ,/
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Rabbi A. James Rudin

CONFIDENTIAL

I have spoken with Mr. Ed Kinney and Mr. Roeco Sacci of the
Catholic Relief Services regarding an allocation by the American
Jewish Biafran Relief Effort of approximately 40-50 thousand
dollars. Mr. Kinney 1B most enthusiastic about our underwriting
a DC 8 let flight from Kennedy Airport to Sao Tome. This costs ap-
proximately 39-40 thousand dollars. He said that the CRS will
fill it with medicines and supplies. I mentioned that it is also
necessary to involve the Protestant relief agency as well in this
project. At the moment I have a call into Jim MacCracken to see
whether he will go along with this project, and Ed is also contact-
ing MacCracken along these lines.

A jet leaves alroost every Sunday from Kennedy with supplies
on board. Sd wanted us to sponsor the December 8th flight, but I
spoke with Rocco and mentioned that December 15th would be better
for the Jewish community since it is the first night of Chanukah
and would give the flight some hi^h "visability." Both Sacci and
Kinney are interested in religious services being conducted at
Kennedy prior to the departure of the aircraft and Kinney is also
agreeable to calling the flight "The American Jewish liafra Relief
Special" or something like that. Both the Protestant and Catholic
relief agencies realize the need for some Jewish impact in this
area. Rocco is a little wary of three separate services on the 15th,
He would prefer one interfaith service, something akin to the
St. Patrick's Biafra rally. I promised I would take his suggestion
to our Committee. What is your opinion regarding one service or
three services in tying it into Chanukah and/or Christmas? As soon
as I hear fro® Jim MacCracken, I shall share his conversation with
you.

AJR:FM
c.c. Bert Gold
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